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to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 
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Wheeler Walkathon a Success! 
The 6th annual Wheeler Walkathon was held on  
October 8th. Students in PreK-grade 5 participated in 
the event, raising $1500 for the school. 100% of the 
proceeds go directly back to the Wheeler PTO. This 
year the money will be used for benches near the 
school’s playscape. Students obtained pledges be-
fore the walk date and then walked laps around the 
field during the walkathon. Participants earned a 
“bead” for each lap completed which they strung to-
gether to make a bracelet. Pledges are entered into 
a raffle drawing and one student from each grade is 
selected as a winner. A grand prize is also given  to 
the student with the highest pledge school-wide, and 
the class with the most pledges is also recognized. 
This year Miss Bartomioli's first grade class 
raised the most money during the walkathon event.  

Linden Holds First Scholar of the 
Month Breakfast Program 
Linden recently hosted its first Scholar of the 
Month breakfast event, where one student was 
chosen from each pre-kindergarten through fifth 
grade classroom to be honored. Each student hon-
oree had to meet a set of specific criteria including: 
being scholars who work hard, try their best, and 
make good choices. In addition they need to meet 
Linden's school expectations which include Coop-
eration, Attitude, Respect, Empathy and Safe-
ty (CARES), have no behavioral referrals, partici-
pate in school, and serve as positive role models. 
Honorees were able to invite two adults and one 
classmate to the recognition breakfast event, 
where each student received a certificate display-
ing three characteristics that he/she has exhibited 
relative to the Scholar of the Month program. 

Wilfrid To Present Workshop at  
National Conference 
Toffolon music teacher Greg Wilfrid will be pre-
senting a workshop entitled “Storytelling and Im-
provisation in the Elementary General Music 
Classroom” at the National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME) conference in Nashville, Ten-
nessee on October 25th. He has presented at 
Connecticut Music Educator Association confer-
ences on this subject, as well as on the first year of 
teaching and has participated in a panel of new 
music teachers in a collegiate session at the 
NAfME Northeast Division Conference in Hartford 
in 2013. This workshop highlights the incorporation 
of storytelling and musical song tales into an ele-
mentary general music lesson, as well as teaching 
children how to become independent storytellers. It 
will feature a project done by Toffolon fifth grad-
ers, wherein they take a Kindergarten-appropriate 
book and create an original soundtrack to it using 
Garageband. 
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Coyle Asked To Serve on National  
Advisory Council   
MSP Technology Education teacher Kim Coyle 
was invited to serve on the National Teacher Adviso-
ry Council (TAC) for Project Ignite-a 3d Design soft-
ware teacher dashboard and student learning envi-
ronment. Coyle will serve on the TAC for one year, 
and has developed a collaborative relationship with 
the developers at Autodesk. She has visited their 
offices twice, most recently over the summer as part 
of the TAC, and made recommendations and re-
quests based on classroom needs relative to their 
software. Additionally, her  classroom is a "test site" 
for Project Ignite, which was launched nationally in 
June in collaboration with the National Week of Mak-
ing as part of the Maker Movement.  During her visit 
to the Project Ignite offices over the summer, Coyle 
worked to develop a Professional Learning Commu-
nity with fellow educators within the TAC. 

Did You Know?...66 MSP faculty and staff 
members raised over $2,500 for Plainville Commu-
nity Food Pantry through their “Jeans For Charity” 
program this year. The initiative is coordinated by 
faculty member Jodi Muldoon. 


